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WA CRICKET — 2021–22 SEASON LAUNCH 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [6.52 pm]: This morning I had the great privilege of attending the 
2021–22 season launch for WA Cricket. As a cricket tragic, it was a special occasion for me to be in a room full 
of past, current and future cricketing stars. I was particularly fortunate to be seated next to the outstanding WA player 
Chloe Piparo and dynamic new recruit Maddy Darke. I should also acknowledge some of the other people in the 
room: the Governor, Hon Kim Beazley, AC; Hon Tuck Waldron—it was great to see him; Patrick Gorman, MP; 
and Libby Mettam, the member for Vasse. 
The launch this morning was outstanding—both the event itself, and also the energy in the room around the 2021–22 
season. We, the cricket-loving public, know many of the players and recognise their contributions to Western Australian 
sport. Along with the players and coaches, WA Cricket is extremely fortunate to have Christina Matthews at the helm. 
She is a driving force behind cricket in this state, and she is surrounded by an incredibly capable team, including 
Emma Ramage, who is known to many in this chamber. Managing one of the elite sports codes during the time 
of COVID with all the restrictions and protocols that go along with that is no easy task, but Christina Matthews 
is doing an outstanding job when one considers that she is also managing a major infrastructure redevelopment, 
albeit one that is frustrated at times, I must say. Christina should also be recognised for the diversity that exists 
at the Western Australian Cricket Association. Over 50 per cent of WA Cricket employees are female. That is an 
outstanding achievement for any organisation, but particularly for an organisation that, as a product of history, has 
been predominantly run by men. I commend Christina for her ongoing stewardship of WA Cricket. 
I also want to touch on one of the most important aspects of cricket in WA. It is not the tradition of the Sheffield Shield 
teams, the glitz and glamour of the Big Bash League or the mighty Perth Scorchers, but the immense amount of work 
that is done at the grassroots level to promote cricket and sport in general in the community and to provide a pathway 
for those who want to go on to a professional sports career or those who simply want the skills to play socially, which 
is the best that most of us can hope for. Sport is serious business, and as Australians, we take our sport more seriously 
than most. This morning Adam Gilchrist said something that struck me. He was asked by a master of ceremonies 
about his memory of his knock, which, at the time, was the second-fastest test century. I think it is still the fastest test 
century in an Ashes test. He reflected that it was neither his best ever century and nor was it a particularly important 
century in the scheme of a match, but it was the most fun century that he had ever hit. On the back of that knock 
and having fun, his career went on for another 18 months. Fun should be the basis of everything we do in sport. 
At all levels, one of the great benefits of all sports, and especially team sports, is the enjoyment of participating. It 
was interesting and refreshing to hear a legend of the game make that point, possibly inadvertently. Cricket, and 
sport in general, is important to the Australian population. 
In standing here tonight, I am particularly cognisant that this cricket season is due to commence very shortly under 
the shadow of COVID. Whilst we in Western Australia are fortunate to be living in an essentially COVID-free 
environment, that is not the case in many other jurisdictions in Australia. I note in particular that the fixtures for both 
the test series and the BBL games, if I am not mistaken, will start in the eastern states, despite the obvious differences 
in the effect that COVID is having on the different states around Australia. I would implore Cricket Australia 
to take a sensible and practical approach to fixturing and to start the fixturing in Western Australia and the other 
COVID-free states, for want of a better term, so that our sports men and women are not prevented from playing 
simply because of some strict adherence to a predetermined mindset to fixturing. It is my sincere hope that all 
those other states that are more impacted by COVID than we are at the moment will work their way out of it and 
that through reorganisation and refixturing all of the games may take place. All members of the public want the 
opportunity to see their favourite sports men and women perform in their own states, but these times are not like other 
times and it is incumbent on Cricket Australia to look at, and do, what is best and what works best for the athletes. 
On a final note, I wish all the men and women from all the teams in the WA cricket squad the best of luck for the 
coming season. All Western Australians are right behind them.  

House adjourned at 6.58 pm 
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